 TERMS: The facts mmﬁaned;-t-h-bjmnld' ommllli-l

TW‘ ”’"{ﬁ'rwn#mﬂ” cation, though we find them, upon examination, 1o
.,..;‘,'.ﬁ.ﬁ? .,..:=: “;::'m Y Sumns s bﬂ,lofarneomanlmmmnhw,umﬂym.
: being new o us in the present discussion, may be

new also to many of our readers, 'They certainly

THE TRUE CHARACTER OF WAR.

We are not m-ron who flatter ourselves :;:‘:bwiﬁhhmll‘dum“qi .li-.. ll.;::
that war betweeni Nations has ceased upon earth. | ..\, ¢ Ciongress referred 10 will be found'in the 9th

Inhlnaf he Laws of the United States, or in
ng i apnion, in ommon, we blee, wit he | LB g5 0 A o Do
great body People e United States, it|" : . ;
always pains us to hear War spoken of lightly, or | ™ 4 COMXUNICATION 1N Tux wr. Lovts ‘“xew ¥us,”
in any other way than as a great political and| Notwithstanding the vast amount of discussion and the
. moral evil, | erent variety of statements which have been made by the pub-
We were the proprietors of this paper some |lic press, by our members of Congress, and by the President
time before the commencement of the war of 1812, “&*’J‘é;.%‘:..’:“ﬂ“w!.‘:*:
and were the advocates % its | : I S, My b of 3P0
e - t:: :nh::: M: 1837, some facta which sppear to me 10 bear upon the ques-
aration and prosecution  inevitable ne-| i 1yve not, as far at my rending goes, bean. mentioned in
cessity. We were young at the time, it is true, xion with the mubject, by auy of those engaged in the
bat, whén we doubted, we followed the- counsels The act of the British Parkiament of 1821 hes
: t|been reforred 10 in the President’s Memage, and et the last
. 0 of Cangress was "‘ﬂ“"":“"ﬂ'ﬁm
in one war, and are ot withiont experience of the | "efbem s showing & grasping spirit an the part. of Ex
character and emxm of that wultima ratio |/ "w'”::;’;::mfrmu oo
Regum, which ought with mueh stronger reason 10 | uicay of the pesca are established in the country, with pow-
beﬂae'hstyosqnofmp:ubhcn. er 10 adjudge all ordinary causes, and that in all capital cases
In listening to the Debate now going on in the | the offenders may be removed for trial into Canada. Bt it
House of Representatives, and observing the mar- | also appears that this British law and these British justioes are
tial spirit which glows in the speeches of the i their powers and operations to British subjects.
younger Members, of both political parties, in that| " i2 ™uch Has been often said in the press and in Congress,
o 18" ook hels whbiig B and is repeated in the President’s Message ; but, as far as I
OB R B o B 2 | Il ooty i il tagabp b,
could.wuhonlonrtp.hﬂehndlhebtmﬁtofour M#lmmhmdwmm‘
experience. Itis not possible that some practical gulating Indian intercourse, and the criminal laws which ap-
knowledge should not have inspired them with Ply to places over which the United States have exclusive jo-
very different ideas on the subject from those which | risdiction, are all extended to that country ; not coafined in
they appear to entertain. Mm to American subjcels, but extending to every
Thus thinking, there came to our recollection a|$**® SO Wiicon anmaaiial: iy St Agsio,
passage in the writings of a famous author in our muih:u,n:dt;eﬂ’;‘: m"m“. Wﬂm
mother tongue, who had occasion 10 speak of the| (e of those acts calls all that part of the United States
true character of war, without reference to the west of the Mississippi, and beyond the limits of the Btates and
grounds upon which it is waged. 'We have turned | Territoty there, “*the Indian country;” and, améng a great
to the works of that writer, from which we make ':-ny'thiny.;xu@-hﬂnihd%ahﬂaﬂhmmh.
the subjoined extract, which we trust will give of-| F'or judicial purposes, a small part of the Indian country is
fence 1o nobody. It ought not 1o do so, for a truer bw.‘:‘“‘::‘f‘:““.m ::‘""
picture was. never deawn by pen or pencil. " 'inz;d:wrcmwa{wmﬁ&.&
it be doubted whether the name Indian couniry, and the
description thereof given in the act, really extend to
Puacific ocean, I answer, the sct fixes no western limit to.
ﬁu-mmm." It does not once mention the Rocky
ins, but says all that part of the United Btales lying

lived and played

* extremity of eyil, it is surely the duty of those
* whose station entrusts them with the care of na-
* tions 1o avert it from their charge. i
* eases of animal nature which nothing but ampu-
‘ tation can remove ; so there may, by the depra-
¢ vation of human passions, be sometimes a gran-
. in collective life for which fire and the sword

Mountains,
west of the Minsissippi, &ce.
. Besides, by the second of the two acts—that establishing
the Indian Department—provision is made for the appoint-
ment of Indian sgents for the western district, who may, at
discretion of the President, be freed from the superinten-
at Bt. Louis, and be made s separate superintendency.
this power of baving Indian agents in that country hes

“Tt is wonderful with what coolness and indif-
¢ ference the part of mankind see war com-
* menced. that hear of it at a distance,r
¢ read of it.in books, but have never ted its
cﬁhbﬁwirminds,oomiduitulﬁg' e more than
aapkmﬁdqlme‘.n roclamation, an army, a bat-
tle, and a triumph, Pﬂome indeed must ;rish in
the most successful field, but they die upon the
bed of honor, resign their lives amidst t joys
euwh' . filled with glory, nmh’l m
“The life of a modern soldier is ill-represented
¢ by heroie fiction. War has means of destruction
¢ more formidable than the cannon and the sword.
¢ Of the thousands and tens of thousands that per-
¢ ish in the contest a very small part ever feel the
¢ stroke of an enemy ; the rest languish in tents
« and ships, amidst

tﬁn presented to Congress, and other procesdings at
‘ashington, that s United States Indian agent was actually
resident in Oregon ss a public fonctionary.

The information contained in the following arti-
cle, concurring with similar reports through other
channels of a private letter said o have been re-
ceived in this city, may, we presume, be regarded
as authentic. ‘The comment of the writer upon the
subject is in so different a vein from that of the cor-
: of the same paper for some months

that, knowing the party bias of the writer in

E::r of the Administration, it deserves being copied
if only for the rarity of its complexion :

CORRESFON
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“ Wasnrwerox, Wenxssvar, Dxe. 81,

AL OF COMMERCE.

amps and putrefaction; pale, »
« torpid, spiritless “5 elpless ; gaspi i “T have seen a letter from a high official source
s . ‘ng:l:::lpitiud among l:mn oads obdumrﬁul;: in London, brought by the last steamer to a gentle-

man in this city, which says: “ Unless your Presi-
dent is the most unreasonable man alive, there can
be no difficulty about Oregon 1" The same writer
says that the views of the British Government in re-
Jation to America are as pacific as can be, and adds
that the repeal of their corn laws and food taxes is
certain

¢ long continuance of h misery ; and are
* at last whelmed in pits, or heaved into the ocean,
* without notice without remembrance. By
. * incommodious encampments and unwholesome
¢ stations, where cou is useless and en ise

¢ impeacticable, fleets are silently «lispeopled and

: a"?[i.f:s- RISy S . « 1 repeat that I have seen and read this letter for
R R e, A S e yocll, snd that the Ofcial staiien snd bigh abarac:

ter of the writer gives great weight to what he writes. With
a desire to preserve peace on the part of the British Govern-
ment, and & certainty of a repeal of her corn laws and food
taxes, what apology will the Western members give to their
constituents for their war speeches

« fited are not supposed te have the clearest right
* to their advantages. If he that shared the danger
« enjoyed the t, and, afler bleeding in the bat-
¢ tle, grew rich by the victory, he might show his
¢ gains without envy. Bat, at the conclusion of a
¢ ten years war, how are we recompensed for the
. of multitudes and the expense of millions
¢ but by con ing the sudden glories of pay-
¢ masters and agents, contractors commissaries,
¢« whose equi shine like meteors, and whose
* palaces rise like exhalations !

“ These are the men who, without virtue, laber,
* or hazard, are growing rich as their country is im-
« poverished ; they rejoice when obstinacy or am-
¢ bition adds ﬁr year to sla

“ tion ; and laugh from their

whole of Oregon ! Wil it facilitate our acquisition of Cali-
fornia *  Will it create a new market for provisions or bread-
stuffs ¥ 'Will it not rather place Mexico, and especially Cali-
fornia, under the protection of England !  Will it not delay,
if it does not defeat, our possession of Oregon 7 Will it not
close our ports so as to prevent the export of cotton, and thus
compel the Soath to produce their own provisions ! 'Will not
the grain-growing States of the West thus lose the Southern
market, as well as forfeit forever the English market about to
be apened to them hy the repeal of the corn laws?  Will not
the pork and beef of Obio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, and
Missouri become valueless * Will not their breadstuffs moul-
der, or be eaten up in their granariesthy the wevil » Will not
our foreign commerce be destroyed, and a direct tax be the
inevitable consequence ’

¢ But is this the worst feature ! Who are the parties who
are giving tone to public opinion on this question !  Are they
not the eandidutes for the Presidency, and the candidates tor
commissions in the army > T now call upon the country to
note the men in and out of Congress, and I venture to say
€T | that there innot a single individual in or out of Congress who
clamors for war, or endeavors to drive the country into & posi-
tion to render war inevitable, who is not acting on purely sel-
fish considerations. Every one understands the factigue of the
Presidential aspirants, but every one does not understand the
new direction taken by the office-hunters. The army opens
a new fleld for them. Onee drive the country into a war, and

sentatives of the United States by the Committee e et & R
P 3 oS g patronage then takes rection, Government theg
on Foreign Relations for giving to Great Britain the changse chbrsdher. ' Tt will M:nmm’ 5l o 0y

required twelve months’ notice of the cessation of | Whore will then be the refuge of public liberty
Jjoint occupation of the Northwestern Territory.

An able report has been made by the Minority of
the same Committee, denying the rightof the House
of Representatives 1o legislate the subject, and
therefore recommending that the House refrain from
acting upon it.

A Durr.—A letter in the

« stales that a duel was m ™
and Mr. Willam B. Bl o O -
an mmml about lk . 2o S

hru::damué
gl 8 al Very an
« science, while they are adding figure to figure and
‘mpmwﬂlphﬂ.m&rluwmw:ﬁufma
'“’"’m"‘lwﬁlﬁ!wx\ﬁhofl

A bill has been reported in the House of Repre-

A NEW COLLECTION DISTRICT.

The bill reported in the House of Representa-
tives .fmm the Committee on Commerce, and now
pending, o establish the Collection District of Chi-
includes within the district proposed to be
established “all the rivers, waters, shores, inlets,
and harbors of Lakes igan and Superior, with-
out the jurisdiction of the State of Michigan.”

The Treasurer of the State of Prxnsvivania, it
in said, has already sufficient means in his hands to
pay the February interest on the State debt.

When it was told to the late Rev. Syoxer Swrrn that
it was intended to pave St. Paul's church-yard with blocks,

's Advocate (York, l.’l..)

by the Government ; for we see, by an Oregon |

“ Will a war increase our chances for the possession of the

SPEECH OF Mz WINTHROP,
OF MASSACHUSETTS,
ON THE OREGON QUESTION.

Housx or nm-r;:;n. Janvanx 3, 1845,

'HROP having obtained the floor,
understood to have decided
Committee
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1 politically associated, in
nT.ld.thss:anktmmﬁnlmdomMpmhﬁm
I desire to do this on many accounts, and to do it withoat
delay, An idea seoms to have been guining ground in' some
quarters, and to have been somewhat industri
in all quarters, that there is no difference of sentiment in this
House in reference to the course which has been pursued, or
which seems about to be pursubd hereafler, in regund to this
unfortunate Oregon controversy. Now, sir, upon one or two
with it there may be no difference of opinion.
believe there is none upon the point that the United States
in which are not (o be relinquished. T
point that, if the controversy
with Great Britain should result in war, our coantry, and the
i of the Rocky Mountains,
with all the power and all
believe there is none either upon the
sy at the p mo-
guardians of the public safe-
annual atten-

]

wrﬂ:dmhhnﬁdﬁm And I am not one of those
who in the necessity or in the expediency of conceal-
ing differences. 1 have very little faith in the hush po-
have very little faith in the wisdom of keeping up an
imi question like this,

f

and purposes in regard to Oregon, thanif
distinguished leaders of opposite parties had exhibited
something less of dramatic unity, and had indulged rather
more freely in those diversities of sentiment which ordinarily
lend interest to their discussions. Nor am I of opinion, on
the other hand, that a similar course on this side of the ocean
is to have any material influence on the course of the British
(Government. [hold, at any rate, that it is better for us all
to speak our own minds, to declare our own honest judgments,
and to look more to the influence of our remarks upon our

WMowwnpﬂky,Mup@ those of Great

T may, add, sir, that in presenting these utions at the
me,mﬂwmm.qu,
the desire to put my own views upon record before the return-
ingmlu:lghriqhdnwmfmmﬂnxhrdmelnm
recriminations to which the late message of the President may
not improbably give occasion, and before the passions of our
were inflamed by any violent outhreaks of British feel-
which that document is so likely to excite.
am perfectly aware, Mr. Speaker, that, express the views
which [ entertain when 1 may, T shall not escape reproach
and imputation from some quarters of the Houso. I know
that there are thase by whom the slightest syllable of dissent
from the extreme views which the Administration would seem
recently to have adopted, will be eagerly seized upon as evi-
dence of a want of what they call patriotism American
spirit. [ spurn all such imputations in advance. [ the
notion that patriotism can only be manifested by plunging the
nation into war, or that the love of one’s own country can
only be measured by one's hatred to any other country. Sir,
t moment,

i

education and religion which our fathers founded) the great
mass of the American people have also an intelligence and a
moral sense which will sconer or later

our
Now, ['sm entirely sensible that if an -
nent of the present Administration were willing to #a
mere party instrument of this i

i

; upon the mmjority in this House the imputations in
which they have been heretofore so ready to indulge. How
ensy and obvious it would be for us to ask, where, where was

of, mir, *“THR wioLk on
xong"—when a deliberate offer of more than five dogrees of
Intitude was recently made to Great Britain 7 Made, too, at
a moment when the President and his Seeretary of State toll
you that they firmly believed that our right to the whole was
clear and unquestionahle | How easy it would be to taunt
the Secretary of State with the policy he has in his
correspondence of keeping back thoss convincing arguments
which he now relies to justify him in claiming the whole

this disputed territory, until his last letter—until he had
tried in vain to induce Great Britain to ncoept a large part of
it—na if he were afraid to let even his own country understand
how good our title was in case be could sucoeed in effecting »

ine !

For myself, however, 1 utterly H.'Y::.ﬁm all idea of party
obligations or party views in connexion with this question,
I scorn the suggestion that the, peace of my country ia to be

lh:m, n}mﬁouvhlat‘h:lmumdlt-
floulty in matter i Dean Chapter would
their heads together. ol

Wuumpwmm‘gyﬂﬁalwmh
lled for mere party triumph. ° of
miischief of mingling such questions with party politics.

. | in for a scot and lot in the partition of it.

- | of title.

conclave ; and in that avowsl may be
nation of the difficalties and dangers with
is now attended.

-]

so. If [ have any to them with,
for, itis for what appears to me as an unreasonsble
tate abandonment of that spirit.  And if sny
this account, orany other aceount, to brand me
of the peace party, I hare my bosom, I hold
hands, to receive brand. 1 am willing to its first
and impression, while the iron is sharpest and hosttest.
If there be uny thing of shame in such & brand, I certainly
glory in my shame. A Cicero said, in contemplation of any
odlmwhichmightuﬂn_mﬁl:mﬂ:rd;fnginmmw

8 manner wi , *““Eo animo sem i,
m virtufe partam, gloriam, nom iuvidehp::{m-
tarem !

But who, who is willing to bear the brand of being & mem-
ber of the war party !  Who will submit to have that Cain-
mark stamped upon his brow ¢ I thank Heaven that all men,
mfm dﬁ.hnlhnmxrmmhmit. No man, of ever
80 ini vent el to this
B i e et s sy S
peace. Even the honorable member from Illinois, (Mr. Dove-

gon Territory at the very instant at which the twelve months
should expire, was as stout asany of us for ing peace,
My venerable colleague, (Mr. Anans,) too, from whom I al-
ways differ with great regret, but di from whom on the
present occasion, I conform not more to my own conscientions
judgment than to the opinions of my constituents, as I under-
stand them—he, too, I am sure, even in that very torrent of
) indignation which cost us for a moment the order and
dignity of the House, could have had nothing but the peace
of the country at heart. So far as peace, then, is concerned,
it seems that we are all . *“*Only it must be an hon-
orable peace ;" that, I think, is the stereotyped phrase of the
d“u;:mdd]urdiﬁ..... are thus reduced to the question,
hat constitutes an honorable peace ? Undoubtedly, Mr.
Speaker, the answer o this question must depend upon the
peculiar circumstances of the case to which it is applied. Yet,
I will not pass to the consideration of that case without put-
ting the burden of proof where it belongn. Peace, sir, in it-
self, inits own nature, and of its own original essouce, is hon-
orable. No individual, no nation, can lay a higher claim to
the honor of man or the blessing of Heaven than to seek peace
and ensue it. Louis Philippe may envy no monument which,
ever covered human dust, if it may justly be inscribed on his
tombstone (as has recently been suggested) that while he
lived, the peace of Europe was secure! And, on the other
band, war, in its proper character, is disgraceful ; und the man
or the country which shall wilfully and wantonly provoke it,
deserves the execrations of earth and Heaven. Mr.
Speaker, are the general principles which civilization and
Christianity have at length engrafted upon the public code of
i . ' If there be exceptions to them, 1s [ do not
are 1o be proved specially by those who
there, any thing in the Oregon contro-
before us, which furnishes an excepti
general principles >—any thing which would re a
pacific policy discreditable, or which would invest war with
any degree of true honor > I deny it altogether. [ reiterate
thepm_llaliﬁomuflhemnlnﬁummyouruhle. I maintain—
1. t this question, from its very nature, is peculiarly
and eminently one for negotiation, compromise, and amicable

satisfactory evidence has not yet been afforded that
no compromise which the United States ought to accept can
be effected. ,
3. That, if no other mode of amicable settlement remains,
arbitration ought to be resorted to; and that this Government
‘cannot relieve itselfl from its i :!Wnﬂnﬁlin

|

as one ly for negotiation and com-
the first place, there is the character of the sub-
the controversy. [nquestionably there may be
15 and claims not of a nature to admit of compromise, and
as to which there must be sbsolute and unconditional relin-
quishment on one side or the other, or a conflict is inevitahle.
I may allude to the i t of our seamen as an exam-
ple—a practice which could not be renewed by Great Britain
at any moment, or under any circumstances, without ue-
ing immediate hostilities. But here e have as the of
our eontention a vast and vacant territory, thousands of miles
distant from both countries, entirely eapable of division, and
the loss of any part, [ had almost said of the whole, of which
would not be of the smallest practical moment to either of
them—a territory the sovereignty of which might remain in
abeyance for a half’ century longer withouat serious inconveni-
ence or detriment to any body, and in reference to which there

Jject umtter

is certainly not the slightest pretenee of a necessity for sum-
|mary or precipitate action. We need on the Pacific.
Astol we have millions of acres of better land still un-

occupied on this side of the mountains. What a spectacle it
would be, in the sight of men and angels, for the two coun-
tries which claim 10 have made the greatest advances in civi-
lization and Christianity, and which are bound together by so
many ties of nature and art, of kindred and of commerce,
each of them with possessions so vast and various, to be seen
engaging in a conflict of brute force for the immediate and
exclusive occupation of the whole of Oregon ! The snnals
of barbarism would afford no parallel to such a scene !

In the second pluce, sir, there is the character of the fitlhe
to this territory on both sides. I shall attempt no analysis or
history of thistitle. I am certainly not disposed to vindicate
the British title ; and as to the American there is nothing to
be added to the successive expositions of the eminent states-
men and diplomatists by whom it has been illustrated. Buat,
after all, what a title it is 10 fight about! Who can pretend
that it is free fiom all difficulty or doubt ¥ 'Who would take
an acre of land upon such a title as an investment, without the
warranty of something more than the two regiments of riflemen
for which your bill provides ¥ Of what is the title made dp *
Vague traditions of settlement, musty records of old voyages,
conflicting claims of discavery, di principles of public lnw,
acknowledged violations of the rights of aboriginal uc:rm-.
these are elements out of which our clear and mdmn title
is compounded. I declare to you, sir, that as I thread
the mazes of this controversy it seema to me to be a dispute as to
the relative rights of two parties to a territory, to which neither

. | of them has any real right whatever ; and I should handly

blame the other nations of the warld for insisting on coming
Certainly, if we
should be so false to our character as civilized nations as to fight
about it, the rest of Christendom would be justified, if they
had the power, in teating us as we have ye treated the
savage tribes of our continent, and tarning us both out alto-
gether,

Why, look st a single fact in the history of this controversy.
In 1818 we thought our title to as clear and as un-
questionable as we think it now. e proposed then to divide
it with Great Britain without the slightest reference to any
third party in interest. Yet at that very moment Spain was
in possession of those rights of discovery which, since they were
transferred to us by the treaty of Florida, we consider as one
of the strongest elements in our whole case. It is a most
notable incident that in the discussions of 1818 not a word was
said in regard cither to the rights of Spain or to the Nootka
convention. Yet now Great Britain and the United States
are found placing their prineipal reliance on these two sources
# there not enough in thi= historical fact 1o lead us
to distrast our own judgments and our own conclusions,’ and
to warn us of the danger of fixing our views so exclusively on
our own real or imagined wants or interests as to averlook the
rights of others. '

Let me not be misunderstood, Mr. Speaker. 1 have no
hesitation in saying that [ honestly think, upon as dispassion-
ate o review of the correspondence as I am capable of, that
the American title to Oregon is the best now in existence.
But [ honestly think also that the whole character of the title
is too confused and complicated to justify any nrbitrary and
exclosive nesertions of right, and that a compromise of the
question is every way consistent with reason, interest, and
honor.

There i one element in our title, however, which I con-
fous that T have not named, and to which I may not have done
entire justice. T mean that new revelation of right which has
been designited ax the right of our manifest destiny to spread
over this continent. Tt hai been openly avowed in a leading
Administration journal that this, after all, is our best and
strongest tithe ; one so clear, so pre-eminent, and so indisput-
able, that if Great Britain had all our other titles in addition
to her own, they would weigh nothing against it.  The right
of onr manifest destiny ! There is a right for a new chapter

in the law of nations ; or rather for the special laws of our

own country ; for |
spread, will not be ad 1o exist in any nation except the
universal Yankee nation ! This right of our manifest desti-
ny, Mr. Speaker, reminds me of another source of title which
is worthy of being placed beside it. Spain and Portugal, we
all know, in the early past of the sixteenth century laid claim
w@gnﬂdwtimol this whole northern continent of Ameri-
en. Francis I. is related to have replied to this pretension
that he should like to see the clause in Adam's Will in
which their exclusive title was found. Now, sir, I look for

mwlynrdwﬁm of this idea. [ ha
due search 'n-da'am o flaw
a clanse giving us the whole of Oregon, can be hunted up.

Perhr:pilm be found in that same Iilinois cave in which
the m'l‘uhmnthuhm discovered. 1 commend the
sul to the sttention of those in that neighborhood, and

will to withdraw all my opposition to giving notice

uhw;-uu’mww'erthnn;hld i

:y.“’uu'ir fortified by the provisions of our great first pa-
L ‘

Mr. Speaker, there is a third, and, in my judgment, a still
more conclusive reason for regarding this question as one for
negotintion and compromive. T refer to its history, anl to the
admissions on both sides which that history contains. For
thirty years this question has been considered and treated as
one not of fitle, but of | To run a bou line

lel of latitude, and to give her the navigation

mbia into the basgain. Mr. Polk and Mr. Buchanan them-
selves have acted upon the same principle up to the moment
of the final abrupt terminatien of the negotiations. They have
uﬁamdnp!ntummmaimhpunneltheboumk{yﬁwh-
tween the poasessions of Great Britain and the United States
in the Northwestern Territory. With what face, then, can
we now turn round and declare that there is no boundary line
to be run, nothing to negotiate about, and that any such course
would involve u cession and surrender of American soil ! Such
o cpurse would be an impeachment of the conduct of the dis-
tinguished statesmen whose uames I have mentioned. It im-
plies an imputation upon the President of the United
States and his Secretary of State.  And, explain it as we may,
it would be regarded as an unwarrantable and offensive as-
sumption by the whole civilized world.

Sir, I am glad to perceive that the language of the Presi-
dent's message is in some degree conformable to this view.
He tells us that the history of the negotiation thus far * affords
sutisfactory evidence,” not thal no compromise ought to be
mude, but that *‘no compromise which the United States
ought to accept can be effected.”

And this brings me to another of my propositions. | take
issue with the on this point. | deny that the rejec-
ﬁondhmﬁwﬁcbwumﬂemﬁmBmm
has furnished nnaﬁdar{ evidence that no compro-
mise which the United States ought to accept can be eflected.
Certainly, I regret that Great Britain did not accept that offer.
Certainly, I think that this question might fairly be settled on
of the 49th parallel ; and I believe sincerely that, if
itate and offensive steps be not taken on our part, the
Luﬂm‘ will be settled on that basis. But there may be little

viations from that line required to make it acceptable to
Great Britain ; and, if so, we ought not to hesitate in making
them. I deny that the precise offer of Mr. Bochanan is the
only one which the United States ought to accept for the sake
of peace. BSuch a suggestion is an impeachment of the wis-
dom and patriotism of men by no means his inferiors who have
made other and more liberal offers. | think that we ought to
necept a compromise at lesst as favorable to Great Brituin as
we have three times proposed to her. If we are unwilling to
give her the navigation of the Columbia, we shonldrlmidt
some equivalent for it. If the question is to be amicably set-
tled, it must be settled on terms consistent with the honor of
both parties. And nobody can imagine that Great Britain
mhum’ with her honor to take a line less

to her interests than that which she has three times
declined within the last thi Let me say, however,
in to the navigation &:cmm.' that, if I under-
it aright, it is of very little im whether we give
it or withhold it, as the river is believed not to be navigable
all where it is struck by the forty-ninth parallel of latitude. 1
trust that we shall not add folly to crime, by going to war ra-
ther than yield the navigation of un unnavigalide river.

And here, sir, [ have a word to say in reference to a re-
mark made by the honorable member from New York who has
just taken his seat, (Mr. Prssrox Kixe.) I understood him
to say that the Administration, in making the offer of the 49th
parallel to Great Britain during the last summer, did it with
the perfect understanding that it would be rejected. [ appeal
to the honorable member to say whether I have quoted him

Mr. ELNG. I said I had heasd it, and believed it to be so.
Mr. WINTHROP. There is an admission to which I wish
to call the solewm attention of the House and of the country. [
trust in Heaven that the honorable member is mistaken.
trust, for the honor of the country, that the chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs will obtain official suthority to
e A .mi. e "
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Mr. C. 1. INGERSOLL. I will not wait for any authority,
I deny. it most ungualifiedly.

Mr, P. KING. 1 have no other authority on this subject
than public ramor, and this 1 believe to be correct.

Mr. WINTHROP. It cannot be correet.  What sort of
an Administration are you supporting if you can believe them
to have been guilty of an et of such gross duplicity in the
face of the world, in order to furnish themselves with a pre-
text for war ' | would not have heard theirenemy suggest such
an idea.

Mr. P. KING, (Mr. W. again yielding the floor for expla-
nation.) Any man of common sense might have known that
such a proposition to the British Government would be reject-
ed, as it bas been, without even being remitted across the
water.

Mr. WINTHROP. Better and better. [ thank the hon-
orable member even more for the admission he has now made.
Mr. P. KING. You are welcome to it.

Mr. WINTHROP. 1 am under no particular obligation to
vindicate the course ef the present Admimstration. But, as an
American citizen, withoutregard to party, and with a single eye
to the honor of my try, [ would indignantly repel the idea
that our Government, in whose soever hands it might be, could be
guilty of s scandalous and abominable an act as that which
has now been imputed to it by one of its peculiar defenders.
But the honorable member admits that any man of common
sense must have understood that the Ministe: of Great Britain
would refuse the offer which. was thus (hypoentically, as he
believes) made, and would refuse it procisely as it has been
refused, withoutl even transmitting it across the water. What,
then, becomes of all the indignation which has been expressed
and implied by the Administration and its friends, from the
Secretary of State d ds, st the rejection, and more par-
ticularly at the manner of the rejection of that offer ’ hy,
it meems, after that the honorable member and myself are
not so very far This admission of his is entirely in ac-
cordance with the view which [ have already expressed, that
if any eompromise whatever was to be made, (and [ rejoice 1o
find that even the chairman of the Committee of Forcign Af-
fairs has this moruing emphatically denominated himselfl o
o iser, ) the rejection of this ine offer does not au-
tharize us to at once to the conclusion that * ne compro-
mise which the United States ought to accept ean be effected.”
If our Government has thus far made no offer, except one
which *“any man of common sense might have known would
be rejected precisely as it has been,” I trust it will bethink it-
self of making snother hereafier which will afford to Great
Brituin a less reasonable pretext for b summary a procesding.

But, Mr. Speaker, it is certainly possible that, with the best
intentions on both sides of the water, all efforts aPnegdtiating
n compromise may fail. [t may warn out hereafter, though 1
deny that it is yet proved, that no compromise which the Uni-
ted States ought to aceept can be effected. What then ! v
theve no resort but war °  Yes, yen ; there is still another easy
and obvious mode of averting that fearful alternative. | mean
arbitration ; a resort so reasonable, so just, so conformable 1o
the principles which govern us in our daily domestic affairs, so
confarmable to the spirit of civili and Chr ¥, that
no man will ventare to say one word agninst it in the abstract,
But then wo can find no impartial whbiter, say gentlemen ;
and, therefore, we will have no arbitration.  Our title is so

clear and wo indisputable that we can find nobody in the wide |

world impartial enough to give it a fair consideration !

Sir, this is 0 most unworthy pretence : unworthy of us, and
offensive to all mankind, It i= doing injustice to our own
case and 1o our own character to assume that all the warld are
prejudiced against us.  Nothing but a consciousness of hav-
g given cause forsuch o state of feeling could have suggest.
ed its existence.  The day has been when we could hold up
our hends and appeal confidently, not merely for justice, but
for sympathy and succor, if they were needed, to more than
one gallaut snd generous nation. We may do so again, if
we will not wantonly outeage the feclings of the civilized
waorll.  For myself, there is no monarch in Europe to whom
I should fear to submit this questi The King of France,

the right of & manifest destin to [ i

| the whole issue. Arbitration offéred by Great
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there are profound jurists, nccomplished historinns, men of
learning, philosophy, and science, on both sides of the water,
from whom a tribunal might be constituted, whose decision
uppumhnuﬁm would command universal confidence and
respect. The venerable Gallatin, (to neme no other Ameri-
can name, ) to whose original exposition of this question we
W!Mﬂﬁﬂhﬂmhﬁl;wﬂhywhmhwﬁﬂe
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sery representing his country once
:::m- bunal to which her honor, her interests, and her
safely be entrusted. At any rite, let us not re-
of arbitration in the abstract ; and, if the terms

at the King of Holland’s
he declined to take any further steps on
Northeastern .

I cannot but regret, Mr. Speaker,
making up an issue before the civilized
claims to be rolieved from all
the failure to settle this question, has
the fact that arbitration on this subject of
once solemnly tendered to us by Great Britain.
however, to put the very best construction on
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veringly rejected by us, leaves the respousibility
pemnatim ofmpoaoe upon our own shoulders. The Admin-
f::r::ion cannot escape from the burden of that responsibility.
And a fearful responsibility it is, both to man and to God !
Before concluding my remarks, as the clock admonishes me

I soon must, [ desire to revert to one or two points to which
I alluded briefly at the outset. [ have al declared my-
self opposed to the views of my honorable (Mr.

Avawms,) as to giving the notice to Great Britain. T honestly
believe that the termination of that convention of joint occu-
pation (i call it by this name for convenience, not perceiving
that it makes any material difference as to the real questions
before us) at this moment, under existing circumstances, and
with the view, which my honorable colleague has expressed,
of following it up by the immediate occupation of the whole
of Oregon, would nlmost unavoidably terminate in war. I
see no probable, and hardly any possible, escape from such a
consequence.  And to what end are we_to involve® our coun-
try in such a calamity ! I appes! 1o my honorable colleague,
and to every member on this floor, to tell me what particular
advantage, is to be derived from giving this notice and termi-
nating this convention at this precise moment, and in advance
of any amicable adjustment. The honorable member from
Pennsylvania (Mr. C. J. Inafisors) has said that this con-
vention is the own child of my honoruble colleague. It has

been twice established under his auspi and with the ad-
vice and consent of statesmen as ic and discriminating
as any who now hold the helm of our Government. What

evil has it done 7 'What evil is it now doing *

The honorable member from Pennsylvania has given us a
ridxdmc;ir«innoﬁ.hen;idlnﬂuxof ion into that ter-
ritory. He has presented vs with a lively picture of I know
not how many thousand women and children on their winding
way to this land beyond the mountains. Let them
go. * God speed them ! There is nothing in the terms of this
convention which impedes their ge, nor any thing which
prevents us from throwing over the protection of a limit-
ed Territorial Government. [ am ready to go as far as Great
Britnin has gone in establishing our jurisdiction there ; and no
interest, either of those who are going there, or of those who
are staying here, calls on us to go further at present. The
best interests of both parties, on the contrary, forbid any such
proceeding. Grentlemen talk about following up this notice by
taking immediate of the territory. This is sooner
said than done. hat if Grent Britain should happen to get
the start of us in that proceeding ! Such a thing would not
be matter of very great astonishment to those who remember
her celerity in such movements, and her to sustain them
when once made. Where should we be then ! 'Would there
be no war ?

And what would be the consequences of a war under such
circumstances ; the consequences, not upon cotton or upon
commerce, not upon Boston or Charleston or New York, but

what would be the conscquences ee far mevaly it-
sell is concerned ! The ery is now * the whn:-mon
or none,” and echo would answer, under such circumstances,

““nome /"' | see not how gny man in his senses can resist the
conviction that, whatever compensation we might console
ourselves with, by a cut out of Canada, or by the whale of
Canada—under whatever circumstances of suceess we might
carry on the war in other quarters of the world or of our
continent, ion of such a course would result in the
immediate loss of the whole of that territory. This, at least,
is my own honest opinion.

As a friend, then, to Oregon, with every disposition to

1| maintain our just rights to that territory, with the most sin-

cere desire to see that territory in the possession of such of
our own people as desire to oceupy it—whether hereafter as an
independent nation, as was originally suggested by a distin-
guished Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Bextox,) and mofe re-
cently by a no less distinguished S from husetts,
(Mr. Wenstxn,) or as a portion of our own wide-spread and
glorious Republic—I am opposed to the steps which are now
ubout to be so hotly pursued.

Sir, I feel that 1 have a night to express something more
than an ordinary interest in this matter. There is no better
element in our title 1o Oregon than that which has been con-

tributed by Bosfon enu:ri.. You may talk about the old
navigators of Spain, and the Florida treaty, and the settle-

ment st Astoria, and the survey of Lowis and Clarke as
much as you please, but you all come back, for your best

satisfaction, to *“ Auld Robin Gray” in the end. Cap-

tain Robert Gray, of Boston, in the good ship

gave you your eailiest right of foothold upon that soil.

4 |{I have seen, within a few months past, the last survivor of
his hardy crew, still living in a green old age, and exhibiting
with a pride a few original sketches of some of the scenes of
that now m ble voyage. My tituents feel some pride
in their connexion with the title to this territory.  Bat in their
name | protest againet the result of their peaceful enterprise
being tumned to the account of an unnecessary and destructive

war. [ protest against the pure current of the river which
they discovered, and to which their ship has given its noble
name, being wantonly stained with cither A or British
blood !

But while | ami. thus opposed to war for Oregon, or to
any measures which, in my judgment, are likely to lead to
war, | shall withhold no vote from any measures which the
friends of the Administration may bring for the defence
of the eountry. Whether the bill be for two or for
twenty regiments, it shall pass for all me. To the last file,
to the utmost farthing, they shall have men and money for
the public protection. But the responsibility for bringing
about such a state of things shall be theirs, and theirs only.
They can prevent it if they please. The peace of the coun-
try and the honor of the y are still entirely patible
with each other, The Oregon

question is still perfectly sus-
ceptible of an amicable adjustment, and I rejoice 1o believe
that it may still be so adjusted. We have bad omens of

in the other end of thej Capitol if none in this. But, if war
comes, the Administration must take the responsibility for all
its guilt and all its disgrace.
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FROM THE COMMERCIAL LIST OF SATURDATY.
On Wednesday the business done was chiefly to fill up
the French packets, at prices which show a farther decline of
one-eighth of a cent per pound, making three-cighths since
the last ‘accounts from England ; several holders, however,
decline welling at present rates. The sales for the two duvs
are 1,400 bales, thus :

Upland and Flor. Mobileand N. O,
500 bales,

_ 900 bales.
TR o 53 o in s uiin 64 it ub " Nowe.

Ord. to good oril..oovvvenna Bl 0 63 Gents. 6] # 63 cents,
Mid. 1o good mid........ veassBi AT do T a7} do
Mid, fair to SRS 8 Tta7l do 7in 8 do
Fully fuir to good fair.........7§ & 8 do St a9 do
PRI o5 i TN s albs L e Nominal Nominal

Making a total for the week of 2,400 bales.
Prices in New York, for Upland, 10t January.

184, .. ... «ooperdh Ti a 10 cents,

I8 .0 3iide i do 4} a 6§ do.

1844 e do 6 a % do
Total import, from 18t to 51t ultimo. .. ..vu. 24,014 bules.
Total i L sinee Istinstant.. .. ....-coniee o 1,673 do
Export, from 1st to 318t December. . . vvvuaias 10,093 do

Expart fiom the United States,

the King of Prussia, the Emperor of Russia, either of them
would bring to it intelligence, impartiality, and ability. But,

Since 1st Beptember st ..o v cannes e 347,055 bales,
Sume time last yeur. .. coovone e AOLE01 do
Same time vear before.....ooooiviiniaan, 281,351 do
Domestic Goods—Fxport fram st to S1st December.
Cotton Goods. .. ........00 v v v e 2375 packages,



